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The Jewish Community Center of San Luis Obispo 

Announces the Fist Annual Jewish Film Festival 
January 22/23, 2011 

  
(San Luis Obispo, CA)  The San Luis Obispo Jewish Community Center, 
with the support of a grant from the City of SLO, is presenting a mini film 
festival the weekend of January 22/23, 2011. In partnership with the Palm 
Theater and the San Luis Obispo Museum of Art, the festival will bring six 
films to the theater, along with the filmmakers who created them to share 
their experiences and answer questions. The festival kicks-off on Saturday 
night with a Filmmakers Dinner and a retrospective and presentation of a 
Lifetime Achievement Award to an outstanding Jewish woman whose 
contributions to the Motion Picture Industry have made a difference in the 
pursuit of filmmaking excellence. 
  
This year, the award will be bestowed by a very special guest presenter to 
Alexandra Rose, Producer/Writer/ Professor. Ms. Rose is the producer of 
such notable films as Norma Rae, Quigley Down Under, The Other Sister, 
Big Wednesday, Nothing in Common and Frankie and Johnny.  A special 
screening of Norma Rae will take place after the award presentation. 
  



“The Palm Theater is an intimate environment, and we want this to be an a 
very up-close and personal festival. This Festival is not only for the Jewish 
members of our community, it is for everyone. At the end of the Festival, 
we want to feel we are all closer and this shared experience will impact our 
future collaborations,” states Festival Co-Director and Executive Director of 
the JCC, Lauren Bandari.  
 

The films to be screened include movies about New York Yiddish Theater, 
the Jewish culture of northeastern India, a documentary about WWII 
veterans who after leaving Nazi Germany returned to fight as Americans, 
and the struggles of Ethiopian Jews fleeing to Israel.  

 

“The films selected for this year’s festival show the diversity in both the 
practice and culture of Jewish people. This festival is unique in its global 
perspective. It has been a delight finding these amazing films, and we are 
so honored the filmmakers will be sharing their stories with us in person, ” 
says Festival Co-Director Muara C. Johnston. 

  

The Jewish Film Festival will also include a children’s acting workshop 
where the little thespians will be able to create an audition tape to share. 

  

Details about the event can be found online at 
www.jccslo.com/filmfestival.html. Tickets for the events may be purchase 
for individual events, or the by festival package. Sponsorship opportunities 
are still available. Contact Lauren Bandari at lbandari@jccslo.com if you 
are interested in sponsoring any of the festival movies or events. 
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