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Dear Community Member,

Since last Jewish New Year JCCSLO has grown! We increased our membership to over 150 people, begun to offer exciting
local discounts, enhanced our programs, and agreed to collaborate with another nonprofit to develop our property into a
community space. These are achievements to be proud of!

Recently I read a report on Jewish Peoplehood, and its relevance to Jewish curriculum published by the Shalom Hartman
Institute. “Jewish Peoplehood” is a concept that brings together a collective identity and a sense of commitment through
unique Jewish stories, engagement with Jewish peers, and responsibility for the Jewish and global future. What I found
exciting is that here in the San Luis Obispo area, we already promote Peoplehood through JCCSLO. We showcase
inspirational Jewish stories through our Jewish Film Festival and Speakers Bureau, we propagate the mifgash, or
encounter, with Jewish peers of all affiliations with our gatherings, parties, and discussion groups. And, we focus on the
commitment to the global and Jewish future by affiliating as a Network Community with The Jewish Federations of North
America, by working in sync with all local Jewish organizations, and by partnering with another nonprofit on The Ranch — a
project that will develop our land in a socially-minded and environmentally sound way.

So, I'm looking forward to seeing what 5772 brings, and to watch our plans come to fruition. Over the past few years, I have
had many engaging experiences as JCCSLO’s Executive Director (some highlights pictured below). I have seen the Menorah
lighting at the Mission grow to over 100 families on the first night of Hannukah, and each subsequent night beautifully led by
our various congregations and Jewish organizations. I have seen hundreds of people of all backgrounds crowd into spaces to
hear the incredible survival stories of the Holocaust. I have spun in circles dancing to Israeli music at our annual Yom
HaAtzmaut party and enjoyed good company with our monthly Kehilla social group.

I feel proud and lucky to live in San Luis Obispo. Ilove being a part of our community, and playing a role in strengthening our
Jewish community. I am only one person — it is up to all of us to participate in and support this very enjoyable work.

L’shanah tovah!
I look forward to seeing you at a JCCSLO program soon!

Lauren Bandari . L
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