2013 HOLIDAY GUIDE

MNew Times and The Sun present

O

THANKSGIVI-KUH SAMEACH!

ONCE IN AN ETERNITY {OR AT LEAST ONCE IN A REALLY, REALLY LONG
TIME), THANKSGIVING AND HANUKKAH COLLIDE

you conceived of something se magnifi-
H QAVE cent as the Menurkey?

A [mere than] successfully funded Kickstarter proj-
sct by Mew Yorker Anthony Weintraub, the Menurkey
is o menorah in the shape of a tukkey: nine feathers,
nine condles. It was actually conceived of and de-
signed by Waintraub's S-year-cld son, Asher.

The Menurksy is just one of the ways American
Jews are celsbrating this year's uncommen intersection
of Thanksgiving and Hanukkah. The sight-day celsbra-
fien of Hanukkah starts this year on Thursday, Nov. 28,
the same day as Thanksgiving. Depending on how you
lock at it, this everlap may never happen ogain.

Louren Bandori, executive director of the Jewish
Community Center of San Luis Obispe, discoversd the
anomaly when syncing her Hsbrew and Gregerian
calendars in late summer, around the same time many
American Jews began neficing the overlap as well.

*The Jewish calendars are uau"yI distributed at
the end of the Jewish Mew Year, which is in Septem-
ber,” Bandari explained, "so there was excitement
around it. s unusually sarly.”

There are multiple schocls of thought about the
uniquensss of this occurrence. last January, Jewish
blegger Jenathan Mizrohi did seme serious number
crunching to this sffect, and the results of his calcula-
fions got the American Jewish community talking.

Thanksgiving occurs on the feurth Thursday of Mao-
vember, milng Mov. 28 the latest date upon which
Thlnhglwng can occur. This date is also the earli-
est on which Honukkoh can occur, Mizrohi
pointed out. The Hebrew calendar re-
peats every seven years, and the
Gregorion colendar  ewary
19. All other things being
equal, the holidoys

should overlap approximately every Ztimes-19 years—
or 133 years. [Im‘Pd the last fime the two overlopped
was in 1888—although this would hove been before
President Roosevelt changed the date of Thanksgiving
from the last Thursday in Movember to the fourth Thurs-
day in November)

But the overlap happens far less frequently than
every 133 years, dus fo the gradual drift of the Hebrew
year “thraugh” the Gregorian one, at a rate of approxi-
mately four days every 1,000 years. Thus, Nov. 29 will
become the sarliest possible date on which Hanukkah
can occur. The next time Hanukkah falls en Mov. 28
will ba in 2146—but this will be 0 Monday.

Barring any medifications to the Hebrew calen-
dar, it will confinue advancing ferward in the Grege-
rian calendar at an approximate rate of ene day every
250 years, until it completes a full revalution. The next
fime Honukkah falls on Thursday, Nov. 28, will be in
the year 79811, By that tims, whe knows whether cur
planet will still be habitable—let alone i we will sfill be
celebrating Hanukkah and Thanksgiving?

But the everlop of the twe helidays is far more
than just @ chance fo salve word problems that inevita-
by lead us to the end of the world as we know it. Its
alse a chance for reflection on what the twe holidays
have in cemmen.

“I know for me personally this year, it makss me

BY ANNA WELTNER

think about Thanksgiving en a much desper level than
| probably have in years post” Bandori said. “I re-
minds me of what the pilgrims did stand for ... which
was finding religious freedom and practicing how they
wanted to practics ... | teuch into the story of Hanuk-
kah, which is about the Maccabees practicing the way
they wanted to practice.”

“It brings out the commaon dencminater,” said Rab-
bi Chaim Hilel, of the Jewish organization Chabad of
San luis Obl:po Hilel ducrlbg the two overlapping
helidays as “a symbel of religious freedom® and “a
friu mp: ofthe American spirit.

In the spirit of both occasions, he said, Chabad
lons to build o “concrah® or mencrah out of canned
d, which will later be donated to the food bank.

During the eight nights of Hanukkah, the Jewish
Community Center holds o public menorah lighting
in downtown San Luis Obispe’s Mission Plaza every
year. The first night is followed by o Hanukkah party
with traditional food and games at the nearby San Luis
Obispo Museum of Art. This year, Bandari said, the
1CC plans to put o Thanksgiving spin on traditienal Ha-
nukkah dishes, offering cranberry-filled sufganyot, or
doughnuts, and meck chopped liver in the shape of a
turkey, the latter courtesy Q‘F::"’IJ‘ Brenda Heck.

In additien to the usual Hanukkah decorations,
Bandari added, “We'll add this year some Thanksgiv-
ing kitsch, some paper turkeys or pilgrim hats. We'll—|
can't use the word *ham it up,’ not really kesher—but,
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you know, we'll turkey it up for this year's Ha-
nukkah party.” &

Ars Edifor Anna  Weltner
says, “Challahl” Challah
back ot owslner@
newlimesslo.com.

ILLUSTRATION BY HEATHER WALTER




